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he will greatly oblige if, at the same time, he sends
us a copy of his letter and/or bill and in all cases the
name of the injured employee should be connected
with the claim, since it is by use of an alphabetical
file containing the name of all injured CWA em-
ployees that we can find a case.
We are making every effort to clean up the 12,000

California CWA Compensation cases as speedily as
possible. In justice to the men who have compensa-
tion coming we have given their cases priority, and
the medical vouchers connected with these cases will
naturally be paid first. This leaves the cases involving
medical expense only to the last, but I think you will
agree that this was the most humane way to handle
the work since the injured employees were in such
dire need of their compensation.

Yours very truly,
EDWARD MACAULEY,

Civil Works Administrator for California.
(Signed) By Bartle M. Harvey,

Insurance Officer of Civil Works for California.

To All Persons Interested in the Payment of Fouchers for
Medical Services Rendered to Injured Civil Works
Administration Employees:

A certain amount of delay in the settlement of
vouchers for medical services rendered injured em-
ployees of the Civil Works Administration is unavoid-
able. Legislation extending compensation benefits to
these employees was not approved until February 15,
1934, and the Commission has had to engage per-
sonnel and set up its organization to handle the large
volume of additional work which is involved in the
settlement of claims arising out of Civil Works em-
ployment.

Before approving vouchers for medical services, it
is necessary for the Commission to have received from
the local Civil Works Administrators complete reports
relating to the injury of the employee concerned.
Since the entire work program was organized very
quickly, some localities were slow in setting up the
necessary local administration to take care of injury
reports, and due to unfamiliarity of the personnel with
the requirements and procedure, many reports of in-
jury have been incorrectly filed, necessitating cor-
respondence to obtain the information which was
lacking.

In view of the problem presented, the C6mmission
bespeaks the patience of physicians and others who
have bills for medical services pending. Every possi-
ble effort is being made by the Commission to speed
up the work of examining and certifying these claims
for payment, and it is believed that within a short
time considerable progress will be made in further
expediting these payments.

U. S. EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION COMMISSION.
Bartle M. Harvey,

Insurance Officer of Civil Works for California.

Subject of following letter: Comments on the paper,
"The Challenge of Allergy in Medical Practice"
printed in the May "California and Western Medi-
cine":

May 25, 1934.
To the Editor:-I would appreciate it very much if

you would publish the following discussion of a paper
entitled "The Challenge of Allergy in Medical Prac-
tice" by Dr. Albert H. Rowe, which appeared in the
May number of CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE:
"This paper demonstrates the widely divergent views

pertaining to the subject of allergy, most workers in
this field not being in accord with the author that so
many diseases of mankind are allergic. It is true that
many allergic conditions are overlooked, for example,
mild vasomotor rhinitis and hay fever, which are seen
so frequently in children and considered common

colds. On the other hand, one must not let the en-
thusiasm of the specialist run away with one's critical
acumen.
"The author's statement that bronchial asthma in

children is usually due to a food sensitivity is not
in accord with our own experience in that, in a study
of over fifteen hundred children completely and thor-
oughly tested, only one in one hundred reacted to
foods alone, while 80 per cent were multiple sensitive
to foods and other substances such as pollen, epi-
dermals, etc. It is not unusual for infants to be sensi-
tive to the inhalants alone-perhaps not as frequently
as with foods.
"The general experience of most workers in the

field of asthma as regards the diagnosis 'bacterial
asthma,' is that such diagnosis is arrived at by a
process of elimination. The diagnosis is a negative
one, and only presumptive of a bacterial etiology,
since as yet there has never been scientific proof of
the existence of such a clinical entity. Those whose
work would indicate the 'contrary of this are open to
the criticism that the production or relief of attacks
of asthma by the injection of bacterial substances have
not proved that such reactions are specific in nature.
"We are thoroughly in accord with the author that

in arriving at correct diagnosis the taking of a careful
and searching history from the patient as to heredity,
occupation, environment, clinical history and the vari-
ous laboratory studies such as blood, x-ray, and lastly
and most important, protein testing, are necessary.
"The treatment is primarily dependent upon de-

termination of a specific etiology, as the author points
out. The results of treatment are dependent upon the
close cooperation of patient and physician and the
realization that this condition is usually a chronic
and constitutional one requiring considerable time and
patience on the part of the allergic individual and
clinical skill and ingenuity on the part of the phy-
sician, and finally, that allergic disease cannot be
treated by stereotyped methods, each individual being
a problem in himself."

Very truly yours,
GEORGE PINESS, M. D.

Subject of Following Letter: A protest by the
Human Betterment Foundation of California regard-
ing a movie film:*

To the Editor:-There is now circulating in the
United States, put out by the same producers as
"Elysia," the nudist colony movie, a motion picture
entitled "Tomorrow's Children," which professes to
tell the "truth about sterilization." It is entirely mis-
leading, and tends to scare people as to the adminis-
tration of a sterilization law, under fictitious conditions
which we feel sure could not occur in any American
state. The advertising that has appeared in the news-
papers is even more objectionable than the general
tone of the film. Some effort ought to be made to
present a correct statement of the facts to the public
of any city where the film is shown.

If it should be shown in your city, would it not be
possible to send statements to the newspapers, in
order to call attention to the fact that this film is mis-
leading and unfair to sterilization? We believe such
action on the part of responsible local persons would
have a very valuable influence in preventing the
growth of prejudice against the proper administration
of sound and well-protected sterilization laws in the
United States.

Cordially yours,
HUMAN BETTERMENT FOUNDATION.

By E. S. Gosney, President.
Pacific Southwest Bldg., Pasadena.

* For two articles on topic, "Who Should Be Sterilized,"
see June CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE, page 429, and
this issue, page 54.


